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3.4 Coordinates

Coordinates are one of the “great ideas” of mathematics. René Descartes (1596-1650) is credited with
having introduced them, in an appendix to his treatise Discours de la Méthode (Leyden, 1637). Myth has it
that the idea came to him as he was laying on his back in bed one lazy Sunday morning, watching a fly on
the ceiling above him. It occurred to him that he could describe the position of the fly by giving its distance

from two walls.



